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When a student enrolls in 

a Community College, they 
can expect to complete pro-
grams that lead to granting 
�F�H�U�W�L�À���F�D�W�H�V�����G�L�S�O�R�P�D�V�����D�Q�G���D�V��
sociate’s degrees. Many also 
offer continuing and adult 
education. After graduating 
from a community college, 
some students transfer to a 
four-year liberal arts college 
or university for two to three 
years to complete a bachelor’s 
degree. When a student en-
rolls in a Technical School, 
they can expect to be provided 
with employment-preparation 
skills for trained labor and 
enhanced workforce develop-
ment. When a student enrolls 
in the newly created Integrat-
ed Residential Builder (IRB) program at Leech Lake Tribal 
College, they can expect to receive both. Starting Fall Semes-
ter of 2015, Leech Lake Tribal College will offer an Associate 
of Applied Sciences (A.A.S) degree in Integrated Residential 
Building (IRB). The IRB Program integrates building science 
applications for energy performance (Passivhaus, zero energy 
ready home-DOE, Energy Star Rated) and multidisciplinary 
approaches from ecology, agriculture, architecture and con-
struction in to a two year program. The carpentry program 
will offer a one year diploma in residential construction and a 
two year, Integrated Builder AAS degree track. 

Originally started some years ago as a two year diploma 
program, the college found that year after year many students 
�F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���D�I�I�R�U�G���W�R���À���Q�L�V�K���W�K�H�L�U���V�H�F�R�Q�G���\�H�D�U���G�X�H���W�R���W�L�P�H���F�R�Q��
straints, cost to attend, child care, and transportation. In those 
days classes took place in the old Teal’s grocery store, with 
a leaking roof and sparse tools. The program was guided by 
the wisdom of Clem Nason and his breadth of knowledge as 
a seasoned local Ojibwe contractor, gradually the variety of 
carpentry opportunities grew, the tool arsenal expanded when 
the college made the move to the newly built LLTC Campus. 
As we fast forward to today, the program boasts a dedicated 
building to the program, two staging areas with piers and 
�E�H�D�P�V�� �W�R�� �V�H�U�Y�H�� �D�V�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �W�R�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�� �I�X�O�O�\�� �À���Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �F�X�V��
tom homes, which has served as curriculum over the years. 
Students and instructors have gained access to technology via 

smart classrooms, a woodworking studio, and demonstration 
areas for solar and electrical. “Students are the back bone of 
why we are pursuing a new direction by extending our train-
ing at LLTC.” said IRB Instructor Rocky Carpenter. “These 
are ordinary people doing the work themselves, using read-
ily available tools and resources, these students recognize the 
value of certain branches of knowledge.” Over the years un-
der the guidance of Nason and now Carpenter the program 
has made amazing partnerships. TERO (Tribal Employment 
Rights Organization) has supplied dedicated students with 
hand tools and tool belts while in the carpentry program, 
and upon completion of their diplomas each student has been 
awarded a complete set of hand tools and employment oppor-
tunities. Carpenter expanded on the partnerships, “In addition 
to TERO, The Carpenters Local 1934 and The Leech Lake 
Band of Ojibwe have employed many graduates who continue 
to thrive in their careers, which is a demonstration of our suc-
cessful programming and community at LLTC. Many larger 
�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�Q�J�� �À���U�P�V�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �K�L�U�L�Q�J�� �R�X�U�� �J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
call every year to ask for recommendations.”

The program incorporates sustainable building in line with 
the mission of LLTC. “There is a growing, undeniable sense 
�W�K�D�W�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�� �F�R�Q�V�X�P�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�M�H�F�W�R�U�\�� �L�V�� �À���Q�D�O�O�\��
hitting its limits. Our integrated approach to building uses 
energy and resources sparingly, we work with the cycles of 

LLTC ... to page 5

By Allan Olson
Years ago, seeing someone 

going through the old logging 
town of Cass Lake on horse-
back wouldn’t have been a big 
deal. In 2015, seeing a rider 
with two horses, one laden 
with gear, was an unusual 
sight.

On Thursday, June 25, 
Lady Long Rider, as Bernice 
Ende is known, made her way 
through town on the Soo Line 
Trail, coming from the east 
after staying near Remer the 
previous night. She is heading 
for the west coast of Canada 
after wintering in Glenn Falls, 
NY (just outside of Syracuse). 
Bernice started her journey 
in 2014, setting out from the 
northwest corner of Montana 
heading to Maine, once again 
via Canada. Her original plan 
was to ride coast to coast in 
Canada, however, “...plans 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����D�Q�G���U�R�X�W�H�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H���µ���V�K�H���V�D�L�G�����´�7�K�H���W�U�D�I�À���F���D�E�R�Y�H���1�H�Z��
York into Canada was the worst I’ve ever seen, so I decided to 
change my route.”

Ende started her ride in 2014, and when its done she will 
have covered over 8,000 miles on horseback in 2.5 years time. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�L�V�� �L�V�Q�·�W�� �K�H�U�� �À���U�V�W���D�G�Y�H�Q�W�X�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�G�G�O�H�� �R�Q�� �E�D�F�N��
roads through wide open spaces and forests. In 2005 she rode 
2,000 miles, followed by a longer ride in 2006/07 covering 
5,000 miles. The following year’s ride was a little shorter, go-
ing just 3,000 miles. She doubled that amount on a two-year 
trek in 2009-2011, going 6,000 miles. The next three years 
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�0�R�Q�W�D�Q�D�·�V���´�/�D�G�\���/�R�Q�J���5�L�G�H�U�µ��
�S�D�V�V�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���&�D�V�V���/�D�N�H

Lady Long Rider Bernice Ende prepared Essie Pearl for another day’s journey along 
the MiGiZi Trail in Cass Lake on Thursday, June 25. Ende and her horses were passing 
through town enroute to the west coast by way of Canada.  Photo by Allan Olson.

This young buck in full velvet stood just long enough 
for a photo shoot along Beltrami County Road 39 
before bolting to greener pastures. 

Photo by Allan Olson.

�<�R�X�Q�J���E�X�F�N

�/�H�H�F�K���/�D�N�H���7�U�L�E�D�O���&�R�O�O�H�J�H�·�V���Q�H�Z��
�,�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���3�U�R�J�U�D�P

Instructor Rochell “Rocky” Carpenter (center) teaching students.

�0�L�V�V���&�D�V�V���/�D�N�H��
�D�W�W�H�Q�G�V���D�U�H�D���S�D�U�D�G�H�V��

Miss Cass Lake Miranda Richards attended the Fourth 
of July Parades in Walker and Bemidji over the weekend.  
Miranda is the 17 year old daughter of Jody Vold. She 
has just recently graduated from Cass Lake-Bena High 
School. She will be crowning the new Miss Cass Lake 
during Summer Fest, July 23-25. They are looking for 
contestants for the Miss Cass Lake Pageant.  For more 
info: call Terri Vail at (218) 308-4959. 

By Allan Olson
As reporters/editors/publishers, etc., no matter how 

large or small the newspaper, we all strive for one thing: 
to put out “The Perfect Paper” every time we send an edi-
tion to press.

Last week, we failed in that mission, as there was a ty-
pographical error in “Don’t Drink and Drive” ad for the 
�-�X�O�\�����W�K���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G���E�\���7�H�D�O�¶�V���0�D�U�N�H�W���W�K�D�W���U�H�À���H�F�W�H�G��
poorly on the business. We acknowledge that the mistake 
was ours, and it goes to show how one little misspelled or 
missing word can totally change the intended meaning of 
a message.

Teal’s Market has been a great supporter of this news-
paper since its inception, and we appreciate their business.

So, to anyone who may have been offended by the obvi-
ous error in the ad, we sincerely apologize; and to Teal’s 
Market, we apologize for any embarrassment it may have 
caused.

To our readers: we thank you for reading the paper and 
for patronizing the advertisers that support our commu-
nity.

Once again, we apologize for the error, and thank every-
one for their continued support.

�7�K�H���3�H�U�I�H�F�W���3�D�S�H�U

were shorter with another 600 mile ride in 2011, a 2,000 mile 
Canadian ride in 2012, and a 1,500 mile ride in 2013.

“I do this to hear, to grow, to discover, to learn... and for the 
love of the ride,” Bernice said. “I think I’m the luckiest girl 
alive, to be able to do this, to be able to enjoy the freedom of 
the ride. I hope it encourages other women to reach beyond 
their fears and do something they truly enjoy.”

Bernice grew up in the farmlands of southern Minnesota, 
near Rogers, with a family of loving parents and siblings, and 

�5�L�G�H�U�����������W�R���S�D�J�H����

The Cass Lake Chamber of Commerce would like to in-
vite you to participate in the 10th Annual Cass Lake Sum-
mer Fest Parade on Saturday, July 25.

If you are interested in joining the parade this year, and/
�R�U���\�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���L�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���¿���O�O���R�X�W���D�Q���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
and return it to the Cass Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
no later than July 17. That gives us time to put together the 
order. Please include a brief description of your entry for the 
parade announcer. Please mail completed parade application 

to P.O. Box 548, Cass Lake, MN 56633 or drop it off at West-
ern Bank or the Visitor Center.

Line-up will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday by the Dream-
catcher Park in Cass Lake.  The parade will start at 11:00 
a.m. by the Dreamcatcher Park and will end at Big Tap.  

If you have questions please contact: Larry Refsland, 
Western Bank (218) 335-4131 or lrefsland@wbcasslake.com 
or: Sue at Cass Lake Chamber (218) 407-0691 or info@cass-
lake.com  

Join us at the Annual Cass Lake SummerFest Parade


